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Shilluk language 


Shilluk (natively Dh0g C0II0 or djcdllj)^ is a Luo language 
spoken by the Shilluk people of South Sudan and Sudan. It is 
closely related to other Luo and Nilotic peoples' languages. The 
term Shilluk is a pronunciation of Arabic origin.^ 
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Phonology 


Vowels 



Front 

Central 

Back 

Close 

i [i] i [i] 


y [y] 

Mid 

e [e] e [e] 


0 [0] 

3 [3] 3 [3] 

Open 


a [a] a [a] 



Each of these vowels also exists in a long form and an overlong 
form which are phonemic 


Shilluk (Chollo) 

Dhog C 0 II 0 


Pronunciation 

Zog Jblb 

Native to 

South Sudan & 
Sudan 

Region 

Upper Nile State 
& White Nile 

State 

Ethnicity 

Shilluk people 

Native speakers 

(175,000 cited 
1982)W 

Language family 

Nilo-Saharan? 


■ Eastern 
Sudanic 

■ Nilotic 

- Western 
Nilotic 

- Luo 

■ Northern 
Luo 

■ Shilluk 
(Chollo) 

Writing system Latin 

Official status 

Official language in Shilluk Kingdom 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 shk 

Glottolog shill265 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 
rg/resource/lan 
guoid/id/shill2 
65) I 2 -! 


Advanced and retracted tongue root 

Shilluk, like most Nilotic languages, differentiates vowels according to their place of articulation. They are 
either pronounced with advancement of the root of the tongue or with retraction of the root of the tongue. 
Gilley uses the terms "extended larynx" or "blown vowel". 





























The vowels with advancement of the root of the tongue are [i], [e], [o], [d J, [a] and their corresponding long 
variants. The vowels with retraction of the root of the language are denoted by a macron below the letter: 
[i], [e], [o], [d], [u] and [a] and their corresponding long variants. 


Consonants 



Labial 

Dental 

Dorsal 

Alveolar Lateral 

Palatal Velar 

Stop 

Voiceless 

PiPi 

t [t] 

t[t] 



k[k] 

Voiced 

b[b] 

d[d] 

d [d] 



g [g] 

Fricative 



s [s] 




Affricate 

Voiceless 





c [tjf] 


Voiced 





j[d3i 


Nasal 

m [m] 

P [n] 

n[n] 


PiPi 

nin] 

Liquid 



r[r] 

l[l] 



Approximant 

w [w] 




y Li] 



Tone 

Shilluk has a rich inventory of tones, with at least seven distinctive tone patterns or tonemes J 6 ' 

There are three level tonemes: Low, Mid and High. In addition, there are four contours - the Rise and three 
falling configurations: Fall, High Fall and Late Fall. These are denoted by the following diacritics: 



Tone description 

Diacritic 

Tone bars 


Low 

cvc (grave accent) 

L 

Level 

Mid 

cvc (macron) 

h 


High 

cvc (acute accent) 

r 


Rising 

cvc (caron) 

Lh 

Contoured 

Falling 

cvc (circumflex) 

t-L 

High Falling 

cVc (circumflex with acute accent) 

TL 


Late Falling 

cvc (acute accent followed by grave accent) 

r r l 


Morphology 


Syllable structure 

Uninflected native stem syllables are overwhelmingly monosyllabic. With few exceptions, these 
monosyllabic stems typically consist of an onset, a vowel (nucleus), and a coda. Their structure is as 
follows:^ 






C (Cj/w) V (V) (V) c 


The monosyllabic stems give rise to polysyllabic words through processes of derivation or inflection. For 
verbs and nouns alike, the most common prefixes are /a- u-/, and the most common suffixes are /-Cl -I -a 
(o)/. [6] 

Orthography 


A Latin alphabet was developed for Shilluk by Christian missionaries in the early 20th century/There are 
29 characters in Shilluk orthography; 10 vowels and 19 consonants/ 8 ^ 


a 

a 

a 

a 

aa 

b 

c 

d 

dh 

dhh 

e 

e 

e 

e 

ee 

g 

\ 

1 

i 

ii 

j 

k 

1 

m 

ng 

ngg 

nh 

nhh 

ny 

nyy 

0 


6 

0 

0 

00 

P 

r 

t 

th 

u 

u 

LI 

uu 

V 

w 

y 


Sample text 



Gwstti Dho Cob mi Gwedd ki Dh 0 g Cigg dyero mi 
tyslimab C 0 II 0 men nyano dhaanh 0 ki Dh 0 g 

C 0 II 0 ki yij wanyo mi 
cigg Podh C 0 II 0 
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